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DAMS — GNOWANGERUP AND LAKE GRACE 
Statement 

HON SHELLEY PAYNE (Agricultural) [5.58 pm]: I rise tonight to talk about a trip I took last week with 
Minister Dave Kelly, our Minister for Water, to Gnowangerup and Lake Grace to visit some community dams that 
have been upgraded as part of the state government’s $3.65 million investment to upgrade strategic community 
water supply projects for non-potable supply. These new and upgraded water supplies will be used by farmers 
for emergency livestock needs and also for community firefighting. Minister Kelly and the Western Australian 
government have been lobbying really hard over the past 12 months to try to get more of our fair share of water 
infrastructure funding from the federal government. Late last week, we heard that finally the federal government will 
match this funding. A total of $7.3 million will be available for the full program to go ahead, which includes upgrading 
70 community dams across the Agricultural Region and the great southern. This funding is part of a $20 million 
commitment under the National Water Grid Connections funding pathway program that the WA government has 
been working hard to secure in advocating on behalf of farmers. Of course, $20 million does not compare with the 
$1.54 billion in new funding that has been allocated for water grants to areas in the eastern states that are linked to 
the Murray–Darling. There is more that those across the room can do to lobby their federal team to step up and fund 
WA water infrastructure so that it is in line with our needs and with what other states are receiving. It should not be 
so hard to squeeze more dollars out of the federal government to help secure our water supply. 
The dam in Gnowangerup that I visited last week with Hon Dave Kelly is a new 32 500 kilolitre capacity dam 
constructed through a partnership between the McGowan government and the Shire of Gnowangerup. I want to 
commend the Shire of Gnowangerup for the water supply strategy that it has been working hard on. The Shire of 
Gnowangerup received $100 000 in funding support, in addition to the shire’s contribution of just over $100 000. 
This dam is unique. It makes use of the adjacent airstrip to collect water. The airstrip is regionally important and 
heavily relied upon during the fire season. Members may remember the Stirling Range and Katanning fires in the 
summer of 2020. Fire trucks had to go into town to access scheme water and also water from the town dam, which 
prolonged their turnaround time. These water improvements will really help to address issues of fire management 
in the future. 
This project is also part of the McGowan government’s ongoing commitment to ensure that farmers have access 
to reliable agricultural and emergency livestock drinking water sources, especially during dry periods when on-farm 
supplies are depleted. Like many communities in the state’s south, Gnowangerup has been experiencing reduced 
rainfall as a result of climate change, so this additional source of water will provide an important additional off-farm 
water source for local farmers in the future. 
We also had the opportunity to visit a couple of upgraded dams in Lake Grace and learn about the work being 
done by the Water Corporation to trial covering these dams to prevent evaporation. Some of the dams were built 
in the early 1900s to service steam trains and are heritage listed, like the North Lake Grace Dam, which used to have 
a timber and corrugated iron roof over it to stop evaporation and to prevent animals from accessing the dam. This 
dam was built when they first put the railway line through from Wagin to Lake Grace to Newdegate. 
The remainder of the $20 million received from the federal government will pay for infrastructure pipeline upgrades 
to increase water storage capacity and access, as well as to be used for the construction of new water recycling 
systems. There will even be a desalination project in Esperance as part of our WaterSmart Farms rollout. These 
programs increase water resilience and water security in farming communities. Collectively, it will mean more 
than 400 jobs during construction. 
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